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The boats are 44 feet
long, 600 pounds and
designed to resemble
Chinese dragons. Each
boat holds 20 paddlers,
a steersperson and a
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two, with each person
paddling on his side to
the rhythm of the

The 30-member Paddlefish team tried to get 20 paddles into and out of the

water more than 65 times per minute in sync -- making 22 people function as

who range in age from 16 to 66.

one to send their 1.5-metric-ton dragon gliding down the river.

"This is one of the few sports in which everyone does the same thing
together in order to succeed," says Jack Johnston, 60, of Friendship. "It's a
great feeling when you are moving together."

Johnston and his partner, Stefanie Danes, 53, are just two of the Paddlefish,

"Very few of us got on the team to be competitive," Johnston says. "The

Pittsburgh Dragon
Boat Festival

When: 11 a.m.to 7
p.m.

Where: Riverfront
Park, bottom of South
18th Street, South Side

Admission: Free

Details: Festival Web
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KQV Radio

focus isn't winning, but being good at moving the boat."

Pittsburgh
Metroguide And to do that takes teamwork -- something Glenna Wilson and her team,

the Peace Paddlers, use to their advantage.

"We're trying to get people to work with, not against, each other," says

s '},}W' Wilson, coordinator of behavioral health services for the Safe Start program,
= PRocEAv B Downtown, and a member of Communities in Action for Peace at the

University of Pittsburgh.

The Peace Paddlers consist of about 50 kids ages 12 to 18 from
communities all over Allegheny County. Wilson hopes to get two full dragon
boats to race on Saturday.

Michael Agostino can be reached at magostino@tribweb.com or
412-320-7837.
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